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How Will Voters Benefit From the Voter Choice Ballot? 

 
 Today, when you vote for a presidential ticket, you choose among the listed options (or 
write in a candidate) and select your preferred candidate. Under our Electoral College system, 
your state tallies all of the votes within your state, and whichever candidate wins the most votes 
in that state wins all of the electoral votes in that state. The losing candidates in that state receive 
zero electoral votes, even if they lose your state by only a few individual votes. The national 
popular vote, which reflects tallies of all of the individual votes in every state throughout the 
country, does not matter. 
 

The Voter Choice Ballot, if adopted in your state, would allow you to decide how your 
state should count your individual vote. It would empower you (but not require you) to make the 
national popular vote relevant to how your state decides which candidates should win your state. 
In other words, through your individual vote, you would be able to ensure that your state 
considers the national popular vote when assigning its electoral votes.  
 

The Ballot first asks you to select your preferred presidential ticket. That preference 
would be reflected in the national popular vote count of all the individual votes in every state 
throughout the country. In this important way, you have a say²HTXDO�WR�HYHU\�RWKHU�YRWHU¶V�VD\�
in every state²in which candidates win the national popular vote. 
 

Second, the Ballot asks whether you would like your vote to count for the winner of the 
national vote��ZKRHYHU�WKDW�PD\�EH��,I�\RX�YRWH�³\HV�´�WKHQ�your state will count your vote for 
whichever candidate won the national popular vote, whether or not that candidate was your 
H[SUHVVHG�SUHIHUHQFH��,I�\RX�YRWH�³QR�´ then your state will count your vote for your expressed 
preferred ticket, even if that candidate did not win the national popular vote. 
 

:K\�ZRXOG�\RX�FRQVLGHU�YRWLQJ�³\HV�´�ZKHQ�it might mean that your state will count 
your individual vote for candidates you did not specifically select in your Ballot? Most 
LPSRUWDQW��D�³\HV´�YRWH�ZRXOG�VLJQDO�\RXU�desire to have your vote count for the winner of the 
national popular vote in your sWDWH¶V�DVVLJQPHQW�RI�its electoral votes. Most Americans believe 
that the national popular vote winner should be elected President, but under our Electoral 
College system, the outcome of the national popular vote is irrelevant. The Ballot lets you make 
it relevant.  
 

The Ballot gives the voter a chance to say who they want and also to say they want the 
national popular vote winner always to be elected. The voter has two decisions to make: (a) who 
do you want to be President, and (b) do you want the national popular vote winner to be 
3UHVLGHQW�HYHQ�LI�LW¶V�QRW�\RXU�SUHIHUUHG�FKRLFH�� 
 

The Ballot has an added advantage for independents or anyone who does not prefer either 
of the two major party nominees. That voter can register a vote nationally for a third party 
candidate. That is a way to send a message to the major parties, or even to help start a new party. 
But by votinJ�³\HV´�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKHWKHU�\RX�ZDQW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�popular vote winner to be 
elected, you can make sure that your vote is not wasted in your state. You can make your point 
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about a third party candidate, and also express your preference that the national popular vote 
winner is elected President.  
 

The Ballot of course does not require any voter to make the national popular vote matter. 
A minority of Americans like the possibility that their candidate can lose the national popular 
vote and still win the (OHFWRUDO�&ROOHJH��7KRVH�YRWHUV�VLPSO\�FKHFN�³QR´�WR�WKH�VHFRQG�TXHVWLRQ� 


